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ONE PENNY;

_' The : Fl I‘.St. Hundred ThOllSa nd o

]

. Transport Union’s Marvellous Growth in- .

‘Every I

~ 'We publish this week the results of the!

census of membership faken Ly the LT.

& LW, U, for 80th June, 1919, The fig:

ures will afford much food for thought tc
members of the Union gnd all outside ibs
ranks who take an interest in the pro-
blem of Labour organisation, whether
from the viewpoint of friend or foe.
* If unity is strength, then this combina-
“tion of 110,000 wiorkers, organised as v'or-
kers, without distinction asto occnpation
represents strength.of a degree and of ¢
kind hitherto unknown in the annals o
Irish Labiour, :
The O.B.U. is in the making, and with
this combination, since swollen by many
thousands, we can fairly claim that the
foundation at least hag been laid. '
It remains for, the spirit and intelli-
gence of all concerned to make the super.
- structure worthy of the foundation, and
{0 see’ that the internal organisation is in

keeping with the splendour of its outwardy

form
A few points of note are:— =~ -,
That the membership of the food sec-
tion exceeds the number of those en-
gaged in industries by more than two
to one, the number engaged in trans-
“port by more than thres to one, the
- number engaged "in public services of
~various kinds by elevenn to one. o
That the LT, & G.W:TU. is easily the
premier Union. for farm labourers, who
coripletely outnnmber the membershig
of every other occupation. &f we add
to their total of 40,000 a. certain number
~ of casual labourers and road-workers,
- the total will not be far short of 50,000
- which figure has in fact been e_xCeedeLi
since the census was taken,
That mere size is not overything,
. Bome of the smaller sections; such a:
Arovers, occupy key positions, and their
value to the Union is much in excess of
- the weight of their numbers,
©  That the value to the older estab.
~ lished Unions, mostly catering for town
workers, of “the increased organisatior
of labourers in rural arveas, can hardly
be overestimated. If organisation pro-
ceeds at this pace the supplies of frec
lahour will be seriously.endangersd.
~ That the Union-is like a_tree whose
roots are so widespread and grip every
variety of soil that it cannot he up-
rooted: by force or outward attack.
That the Q.B.T. is ceasing to be an
academic theory and is fast becoming a
fack .
LEAVING-GRAFT BANDS BEHIND,
- The growth of the Union =i mere num-
bers alone would require a readjustment

of outleok on the part of all its. mem-€

bers. . But the growtlr is also a reaching
out towards the real: Industrial Union.
and members, new and_wold, if they are
to master the machine they are creating
must study tho theory on which it has
been built, C .

A large part of the membership is
drawn from local trade unions in_the
towns, and from defunct Land and Lab.
our organisations in the country. These
tmembers have i many instances carried
over into the One Big Union the narrow
vision of the craft union end the
parochial outlcolk of the County Associa-

.

tion, ' ‘
They have seen in the LT, & G.W.U.
a more, efficient instrument for’Faldlng
wages, but they have not reslised gonuina
sohidarity nor.in .thelr own branches and
sections have they adapted their methods
o fit in with the development of the
nion, : . .
internal Rectification Needed.
_One example from Dublin ma¥ be- men-
toned. In the leathor industry theére
are separate sections for o
Boot and Shoemakers and Repairers,
Saddlers and Harness Makers.
Driving Belt Makers,
Portmanteau Malkers,
. Tanners amd Curriers. :
. In 8o far as the first four sections tend
o over-]
» 8 close correspondence, and perhaps
n good time a complete identiby in- or-
ganisation, . ) '
Some of thess mections belong to.No, 1
Branch and others to No, 3 Brangh. In
@ process of development such an.

ap on one another there should

. b4
As at JUNE 30th, .1919,. |
, Transport and Fuel, - Tradesmen T 1778
11%231-:?& Lt w8750 Casual labourers .o - 7080
oarways” e ligg Fuctery workers (unclassified) ... 412
Seamen- . 30 _ N
Carters, vanmen and porters .. 4413 Total, e 21
g.‘fa%mwg.y? _ . 163 Food .
Motor drivers e 322 ; sp
Tractor drivers - ° s 27 éﬁ;gg}# re (all classes) el 400%3
%gatd workers W 3%%‘5) Seédsmeng 311
1~ j aee \ N rXY 4 o
Colal (including miners) ave 2497 82?%11::; ries her 2%5
L ‘ we 134 Jrag . 831
Others aee 778 %)j.o\,el.sd 1 : . 490
moe 35gg und poultry trade . 333
Total, see - 17188 [ason factories 859
guﬁch‘ers (h(e‘ef1 a(xixd pork) o 026
. akeries (including  breadvan
Building Industries, : - drivers) ' ... 1410
Brick agiv ds : 6% Corn nad-flour mills aud stores ... 3216
Ouafr{'ﬁ f . Groceries and wines w1411
pariymen : 59 Margarine making 10
r%t_;onecuttqls . 166 yam making ... 92
Fﬁ?‘fﬁrymﬁa woods 2228 Hotels and Iiesﬁaur‘a,nts , 2460
lf_rdnworks and foundries ... 1112 Br&;ﬁﬁiﬁ’s distillertes quc maIL 9044
ron ore’ miners 29 Alineral w . 4
Shipbuilding and engineering ... 2123 %ﬁ‘ﬁeﬁr}é; ber works . 10%11
'Bo-’Et!e-ma.lgmg : e 143 ‘Tobaceo works 208
Textile mills , " 612 Chosolate and sweets 690
\J’V zol-lgn tnnlls o 802 Tighing - . 9258
ute factory e 232 ¢ ; K
gl&x WOII'kE}I'S“ : 16 Cold storage 30
reysmaking . : oo 170 ’
%‘lo-’cﬁin factories 260 Total, e 58940
«acemaking . 20 is .
Hosmry works 435 (lerks .thollaneous . 955
g‘lctvemalkll;}g 38 Sehool teachers e 2 27
arpetmaking " 70 Shop assistants 1019
Boot and shoemakitiy 638 Domestic workers 227
E}agnessxpakmg : v .40 Travellers and agents 30
Skins. hides apd wool 345 Tnsurance . 77
Tanning - 896 Postmen ' b1
Curled hair and feathers 93 Public bodies 1835
Laundries . s M2 Cemetery workers s 268
Starchmaking = 10 Undertakers and coffnmakers ... 145
-l?:lue factory - 6 Theatres Co.. . 480
Candlemaking -V Pieture houses s 267
Pa;per'makmw L 178 Piano, tuners 83
P'rmtmg'a,na Statronery (3 Winddw cleaners * 87
Pipemaking oo 100 Grooms 655
Chemicals 344 Barbers . 34
Manure works . 1039 Others 1
]Ohemicals; and manures %(1‘2
ime works © . Voo 35 Total . 570
Gas and electricity T ea 043 ot 603
Grand Total - ~ « . 110,752,

 CENSUS OF UNION MEMBERSHIP

omalies are bound to occur, but they

must not be made pormanent or allowed

to permeats the Union  with the spirit
of craft-unionism, :
CGrganising by industry

A marked tendency.is the establish-
ment of industral councils.  For ex-
ample, each creamery in the South of
Ireland is represented on the Creamery
Workers’ Council, which -controls the
Iabour in the co-operative creameries in
Counties Lmerick, Cork, and Tipperary.
Road-minders, the most numerous class
of workenrs employed by county councils,
are actini similarly. A roadmen’s council

‘for Co. Limerick was set up the other
weelk. Co. Roscommon has.hean moving

in the same direction.

Joint action®in formulating claims is
increasingly adopted. The flour and grist-
milling trade has been organised nation-
ally by the Union, Owing to the sgmall
pumbers employed in the lesser mills
scattered over all Ireland, delegate con-
sferences were impossible, bubt through
the Union machinery the actual position
of the workers was ascertained, demands
formulated. nationally, discussed locally,
and finally agreed to after conferences
with the empoyers, -

The Inilividual and the Orewd,
- No_matter how few practitioners of a

down the country, the Union provides
‘the means of linking them together, and
lewelling up conditions.

~ No longer is it necessary for a man to
submit to sweating and oppression
simply because he works iin a small town,
remote from his fellow-craftsmen -in the
towns. ’ .
Town and Country at One.

Of old, the town.worker was always
threatened by the competition of the un-
organised workers of the country, who,
under pressure of want, came flooding
into the towns, willing to-work at any
price, and to endure the most fearful
conditions in workshop or home if they
could but live. :

The situation is changed now, thanks
to the I.T. and G.W.U. Before the Re-
bellion, the call to Irish labour to as-
sume the role designed for it by the
courss of historical ovolution had not
been heard oubside the towns. As our

ganised, and by the training end discip-
line of the class struggle bids fair to pro-
vide the most reliable battalions of
Inbour’s army.
where ireland Leads,

This fact has an international, no less
than & national significance. The Irish

trade, or how much iﬁpafﬁ’oergd up end
I . Cop u m"ﬁi{? )
g

.....

.

land-workers have been the Arsy land-

N
o

figures prove, rural Ireland is solidly or-

ndustry and in Every Sphere.

workers of any nation to unionise and to
confirm their entry into the labour move.
ment by nation-wide victories i their
'wages” movements.  Ireland’s lead in
this movement will be a signal encour-

~ Qagement b those in Turope and Amerioa

who are seeking to bring the land-work-
erg into line with their comrades of the
towns. ° S o :

The nationsl significance of tho land-

tariat, bas awakened to the failure of its
Ysacrifices in past generations. Oub of a
century of political progress, in which

sional men obtained citizenship and
luerative positions, in which the farmers
first become dual owners, and then, on
the credit of the Irish nation, became
owners of the soil, the labourcrs as a

. @<lass brought nothing,

. They see now that the-wssentinl free-
dom to be won ig industrisl freedom, and
that national independence on-smsapital-
ist basis may be as delusive a benefit as
Catholic IEmancipation proved to be,
giving with one hand and taking with
the other, more than was given.

The Pioneers, = T

Looking back on the yoars of struggle,
the debt of Ireland to the piomeers be-
comes clear, To Larkin, the founder; te
Connolly, the architect; to the faithful
dockers of Dublin, Belfagt, Wexford, and
Sligo, who bore the brunt of tho battle
from 1909 to 1916, the Union in ibs
fuller development owes ils growth and
very existence, '

Our homage; then, to the. pionecens!
May the new men and women avho have
fallerr into llne with them prove worthy
of their suffering and sacrifice.

On OTHER PAGES

EVACUATE!

SHIPPING OWNERS' SOCIAL
SABOTAGE. '

THE LUST RATION.

ARMED BURGLARY,

[ Jottings from Ulster.

The Home-made Article,

Belfast, with all its proud boasts of
material prosperity, its power in the in-
dustrial world, its belief in the home-
manufactured article (providing it’s
cheap), is represented in its Corporation
by men who, as was shown during the
week, were not much concerned . albout
the homo workers, but had given a con-
tract to an Englisia firm for 50 tramoars.

bell, Trades:Council; Wm, Boyd, Coac

builders; and Mr, Malin, Llectricians,
brought the matter so ably before the
honry-headed denizens of the City Hali,
pointing out we had the plant and the
capable workmen, that the hearts of the
City. Fathers were touched, or perhaps
it's because elections loom near, How-
ever, in future, less cars are to bo im-
ported from England; the plant at home
ig to be. enlarged ; more local men are to
be employed, and Belfast men and women
ride in the Belfast built car. If as a
deputation. our three friends were suec-
vussful in securin% this, how much more
succossful would they be in looking to

members of the City Council, and we

{Continued on Page 6.)

Official Organ of the L.T. &GW.U &

A deputation consisting of D. R. Cmm'fﬁ '
i)

yworkers’ rally to the Red Flag is that -
the last subject class, the..ugal prole-.

Catholic lawyers; doctors, and profeg- -

the interest of the workers as recognised -

-




OF LABOUR,

SEPTEMBER 137w, 1919

EVACUATE.

‘There is oneé causs wnd oniy one cause
for the brutal and savage aotion of a
number of British soldiers at inchicore

last Saturday. )

o

That action has its reot In the same

_ ihing as the bloolithirsty murder of

young Murphy at Glan, Go, Clare, some
weeks ago,

The unrestrained riot at Fermoy last
Ifonday springs from the same souyce,

All these acts are due solely and )

simply to the military cccupation of this
cotntyy by the armed forces of the
British Grown. :

Mr. Macphiérson may make excuses,
Lord French may make excuses. ‘M1,
Lloyd Ceorge may make excuses. Gom-
n}i%nging. Officers and crown lawyers may

make excuses, Press and pulpit and . ‘ ’ |
an eye and a footh for a tocth, nor yet

platfofm may ‘make excuses.

But all excuses are vaiy, They are
just g0 much wind, so many pueyilo apo-

to tarn the other chesk for other hlows,

s

The second Fs that Ireland is now and
has been for a leng time under such for-
cible, unwelcomed and armed military oc~.
cupation, and wanton outrage, unpro-
voked prutality, and cold-plooded murder
on the part of the scldiery are inevitable
and to be expected,

The romedy is not to Seek out and
purnish the murderers: they are put part
of the machine,

The remedy is not to deplore ang con-
demn these asts: they are but,the_v every-v
day acts of militarism, _

The remedy is'not to preach and prattle
against the repatition of such acts: they
are the regular and continuous accom-
paniment of the forces whish commit
thent. ' o

The remedy is not to take an eye for{

is it to suffer these things meekly ind

1 and their own promises. - They have not

‘. The English leaders and the English

from. the fach, The Triple Alliance lead-
ers have run away from their own policy

had the courage to challenge the British
Government to hattle on ground which
gave all the chances to the Adliance.

That is what the decision to postpone|

the question of taking a ballot until
after the British Trade Union Congress
meets means, It is o sorry ending to
all the fine words the leaders of the Al-
liance have been spouting for several
months. It may be true, as is hinted,

that the ballot would have gone against|

direct aciion. Evenif it had, that would
have Ehown clearly where the weaknass
lay. Bub the leaders didn’t wait for
that. And now ‘we learn that at last
weelt’s meeting the miners’ delegatbes, as
a block, would have voted for, but when
they were left free to vote as individuals,
they voted against. The resulb: hearty
congratulations from Arthur Henderson
and the capitalist press. This ought to
please Bob Williams, Bob Smillie, and C.
T. Cramp. But the working-class in
Great Britain, it would seem, must look
elsewhere for salvation. '
The Test Gomes: te Franse,

majority, have failed and fallen before
the test.. What of the French léaders|
and the. French majority? This month,

too, will show what stuff they are made

3 THE VOICE _
s ek . - g ] . ""*—-—._N
N e A W : k > R b1i
== = I The Workers’ Republic,
1 sIRISH OPINION Saturday} Al The great‘only appear great because we are on our kneeg
} | Thirteenth - . . : LET US RISE. :
(u ’ SEPT,, | {| Faiturs, ’ , |Eevpt,  Siberie;  Syrin,  Hungary
, £ By » - . LRLLS 1019, {1 The outstanding event in ihe weel’s|Tiume, . all these are trumpat,
| < I — ' ? : : news of the world of Labour l%ﬁ thetfaml- Rngue%s %Yltnesses againet Wilson, ang
A : A . 14 ure of the Triple.sAlliance on direct ac-| their imony «is acecepted i |
b A i i . - } | apologists for the AMiahce cannot escape} going to settle the negro question in the

States; the Mexican -question,
lipine question, or even the question off |
Debs and the political prisoners? What,
Is the  Independent’s’ Iittle game, |
anyway ? : g
The American Socialists, :
The meagre news from U.S.A. givey

only & hint of what _happened af the -
Special .Congress of the Socialist Party

of America, held at the end*of the ment);
It is clear, however, that the final hreach
in the Party has been made, The Centre
holds on to the party machinery, pregs
ebo. As their own seceding Communist
Party section foretold, the Left Wing
was prevented from seating its dele, |
gates, and, therefore, also from conquer. |
ing the Party. Whether it will ney
unite with the-Communist Party ig no#
yet known, but that.the famous S.P, hag
broken up into its constituent elements
is the great fact that emerges. At the

close of the convention we note that the

S.P. issued a cdll for an International
Congress to be held in America. The
terms of this call are not at all clear,
except thab it would exelude the |
Scheidemann-Renaudel  elemients  in. |
Burope., But we can hardly believe that
the American - Socialists really hone for
an International Congress in the States; |
Their . own present circumstances wilk
hardly commend them as oconveners.
Had this eall from America come 4 year

the Phil. |

The remedy, the one and only remedy,
is: the..complete evacuation of this
country by these troops and by all troops
engaged in the same service,

of “when -the two great mnational con-
gresses of the C.G.T. and the Bocialist
Party. are to be held. Already the C.G.T.,
leaders are trying to explain away their
attitude'during the war, They know
they will have to face the music when
their coligiess meets. The big issue to
be decided at Congress is plain and;
straight; evolution or rewolution. It is
too early yet to forecast the result of the

Iogies, so- much camouflage,

Against them all wé assert two definite
and frrefutable thingss ~

The first is that cutrage, brutality, and
open, cold-blooded murder are inevitable
wherever the military forces of one
country are iniforcible, armed, and un-

ago, or even nine months ago, it might
have been answered from Burope, and it
might have helped to build up a veal
International. But not to-day. :
‘“ New Ireland’s’’ Reply. E
One of several things we have wep
over in Ireland is the eommon habit of
mis-interpreting the printed word,
Something is printed in a paper, and

The rémedy, the cne and only, the ene
sure and. cgrtain, the onfy just remedy
is: EVAGCUATION BY THE ARMY OF

gignificant

-present circumstances there is not the

-

welcomed occupation of another country.

SHIPPIN

The Dublin Shipping Federation are
ovidently out for blood, Because o small
but, as far as the Union is concerned,
important section of fhe casual doclsers
engaged in the overseas trade have gone
on gtrike, the present shipping ring has
decided to lock oub all the employees in
the port of Dublin unless those on gtrike
jimmediately return to work. :

Now what does that threat mean? To
us it simply points out the sinister and
act that following the clos.
ing of thequays to-traffic, the strong
possibility’ at once arises of involving
practically every member of the Union
in Dublin in the trcuble,

The situation looming ghead of us may
be even worse than that, and there is no
use our trying to minimise matters in
any way. As o matter of fact, with the
TUnioh now_ established on real national
lines the whols country will be placed in
a perlous position. Bear that in mind.

- The Nation’s Trade Threatened,

The puggested action of 'the [Dublin
Lhipping TFederalion, with its ramifica~
tiong throughout all the Irish ports, if
once carried into execution must stamp
the authors of the deed as being guilty
of a grave national erime. = -,

Let tlller“e be no mistake -whatever
ahout the impending issue. A vicious)
inner circle »f shipping sharks are now
on the ramp for blood—the innocent blood
of the innocent working class. ™ In the

slightest foundation for their suggested
serious step, because, as hitherto, the
existing gectional strike does not affect
the conditions of employment in the re-
fgul‘ar cross-Chanmel companies in the
eagt  They know it. Viewed from any
standpoint, the attitude of the Federa-
tion in the present instance is incompre-
-hensible,
British Shipping Trust Intrudes,

In the past the claims of the men who
have rccaseggvork were dealt with through
the medlun®™of the Stevedores’ Associa.
tion. Negotiations, ag a rule, with that
body always- proved fairly successful to
adjust matters of wages, but a distinctly
now departure has been made on ¢
occasion. The cnse was taken right out
of the stevedores’ hands, and now, nt}
the behest of one or two big shipping
officials (we speak advisedly) the whole
city—nay, probably the whole country-—
is golng-%o be plunged into a terrible
industrial upheaval. lie-shipping Neros
will then fiddle while Rome iz bumning.

Qur case has already been mads clear
1o the shappdn%e owners’ side. It was em-
phatically stated by us thet o settlement
of the progent strike \goul‘d in no way
prejudice the position: of the cross-Chan-
nel comfpames. That is to say, o settle.
ment of the present dispute would not
bo uged as o lever to force up the wages
of tho other port workers. - j—

Jn pledn language, that guarantes was
&rmﬁy the Union 4t the Mansion Honse.
oniférence last Baturday to the Ship-|
ping Federatlon representatives,

SOCIAL

now and the next couple of weeks, when

ought at least to ask for, and refuse to

“ishment for their children; the landlords

OGCUPATION,

SABOTAGE.

* It was made abundantly clear that any
further advance to the men employed in
the cross-Channel traffic would . be sub-
ject to whatever national agreement was
uwltimately reached on the general port)
workers’ claimg, which have glready been
the subject of a preliminary discussion
between the various parties interested
through the Ministry of Labour
v Greater than 1913,
Our -position, therefore, is perfectly
clear and well defined. We have strained
every effort o avert a crisis, but so far
the adamantine attibude of those in ship-
ping circles hag made it quite impossible
for us to save the situation in the inte-
rests of the city and the country gener-)

ally. X .
%nless wiser counsels prevail between

the lock-cut notice expires, an even’
greater labour war than that of 1918 will
eventuate. @ :

The Dublin Shipping Federation must
accept respongibility for this campaign of
social sabotage just about to he released |
at last from the stocks, T

Shall it be war? ' 1

O

‘PALTRY DEMANDS,

To tlte Editor, ‘‘ Voice of Labour.”?

A Chara,—Since the beginning of the
ﬁlruggle between the rural labourers and

eir employers, what has struck me is
the paltriness of the workérs’ demands,
compared with the violence of their
efforts to obtain them,

Bince men maintain they should have|
higher wages than women doing the same
work, because of their dependents, they

work for less than & living wage. A
weclly dole of 35s. is not a lving wage,
and go long ag the workers are willing to
live down to that, and to increase and
multiply on ib, there is little hope of
social improvement. B

The “Irish Indgpendent > prints a
letter from g priest, showing how 380s. is
spread over a week. From it one ghthers
that the family live on bread and drip-
ping. Imagine sitting down every time
and all the time 4o bread and dripping!
The husband is, indeed, n shade better
off than the others; his dinner is assured
to hint on six days of the week from his
employer, and he family have a burst on
Sunday with ha,lf-.afound of moeab.

Now, if this Is the plight of families
onr 30s. 2 week, how much better will
they he on 88s.f Tt ds infamous
to have. people, in the midst of abund.
ance, living on suth rubbish as margsr-
ine and dripping. As'long as the work-
ers gre satisfied with this. sort of nour-

and hig farmers are

ﬂl‘@é&% '

safe” Yours, ete.,
M. CORRIGAN. -

N ‘strenuously-opmoesed the Peace Treaty of
| Versailles, M%O "

- follure of his time,

Oongress, but it is a certainty that the
revolutionary Xeft is growing in boldness |
and. numerical strengiﬁll, and will make it
hot for.the present leaders, At the
Congress of the Bocialist Party the di-
viding line will be the attitude of the
Party to the Third International, and
the. position of the party deputies who
were oub and out jingees. The debate
will be more than-ordinarily lively, and
the pace will be made. by the Bolshevist
Left, A%t the second Congress of the
Seine section of the Party the division)
wag clear cut. Longuet and the Cenire.
again carried the day with a big major-
ity. Butb the significant thing was that
the Left, minority was almost as strong
ag-the Right minority. At the National
Clongress the Seine section will be re~-
presented by twenty-six delegates of
Longuet’s: Centre, five Right delegates
and four Left. The section is strong
against coalition with bourgeais parties,
9}1& is refusing to pub forward again the
jingo deputies in the forthcoming elec-|
tions. :
Trouble Brewing, ’ . _
Bome of these fine days the troubles
brewing now in France will come to a
head, .and there will. be an explosion.
A vigorous minority in the Chamber bas]

» Judet, ex-editor of the
ultm-.na,tiona.ﬁs% ‘¢ L’Eclair,” and  other
prominent. politicians are charged with
treasonable communication with the
enemy during the war. A good deal of
t‘big is, of course, Olemenceau’s election-
eering, but it all forecasts a great deal
of washing of dirty linen in the next
fow months. Better still, the continucus
mutinies in the Army show the growing
discontent,  The sharp differencs with
Enpland over Syria and Persia indicate
coming rifts in the.Allied Iute. The fre.
quent references M. Albert Thomas, the
Bocialist  ex-Minister of Munitions,
makeg to Ireland are significant,- And
the proclamation of the most extreme
degree of martial law against the strilers
in " liberated ? Alsace-Lorrains 4s g
straw showing which way the wind is
blowing. Will France rise to the occa.
ston and make an end of all this?
The Spell-binder Again, -
Following, as usual, the lead of the
English Press, ,the © in&ependent ” has
discovered & momentous premouncement
n favour of Ireland in Presiderd Wil
son’s wspeech -onr the League of Nations
last week, Ireland is to be settled hy
the League of Nations, God help wus,
Bu it won't work, In Ireland, at all
ovents, the peopls are not to bo put off
by Wilson’s attempt to repeat on them
the iricks Agquith and %loyd George
tried se often and tried in vain. Wilson
18 an exploded bubble, and everybody
knows i, Nobody in Ireland looks for
anything from ‘the vain peacock who
thought he would go.down fo history as
the saviour of humanity, and is reall
oing down as the grég.%wb fraud a.ng
A

' passed by the Dail,

‘air- if it shad been made. -

entung, Korce,

perhaps not less than one.half of those
who feel themselves moved to comment
on it read into it something different
from what it says, and go on to answer
some ‘point that has not been raised at:
all. That has been the fate of our re-
cent criticism of Dail Bireann at the
hands of ‘“New Ireland.” As our read-
ers -ought to remember, we criticised
Dail Eireann for (1) making a party or-
ganisation its mouthpiece, and for (2)

nob letting the public know whether ade-

qusite discussion,-and, if so, of what
standard, is ‘given to the mneasures
So here comes along
““ New Ireland’’ with the discovery:
“ ¢The Voice of Labour’ raises the
question of the propriety of the ‘Dail’
using the Sinn Fein organisation for
publishing its work, ‘and of using that
organisation for the purpose of carrying
out the work, The criticism is really in
the alir, because there is no other ma~ -
chifery at hand, and besides it is the
only really national executive instrumenb
in the country capable of doing any of
the work.”? If we were to analyse that
citation carefully we think we could,
without amy strain on the imagination,

{ produce some wonderful results,

A Mare’s Nest, _ .

Sure, criticism of the Dail for using
the Sinn Fein Organisation for carryng
out its work would be very much in the
But 1t
has mnot been "made, We mno more
eriticised the Dail on that score than we

did on the score that it was elected on

a Westminster franchise, and for the
same_reason: it quite properly uses the
instrument nearest its hand, ‘‘New
Ireland ¥ itself admits that ‘¢ the prims
ciplg. of publicity is enormously ‘valuable,
and *fothing but. the gravest reasond
should prevent the Irish public from
having the fullest information -on &l
pointy of Irish public afiairs.’! Bub the
methods? Thosd ¢ New Ireland >’ sug-
gesis are mot enocugh, and we didn’t sk
for them, We did not ask for fuller 12
ports to be supplied to the Press. We
aslked that fuller reports be available for
the publid, and if ¢ New Ireland »* looks
into the matter it will see thers is a dif-
ference between them, and that it 15 hg
Dail’s duty to give that publicity thab
is needed. From. “New Ireland’s”
notes one would imaginoe Jhat * The
Volce * had gome personal or party
grlevance against the Dail’s rather d?;
fective publicity, If-¢ New Ireland :
thinks ‘that, then ¢ New Ireland
deesn’t yeb kmow ¢ The Veice.” ]
other point, ‘the use of o party orgunisse
tion for making public the Dail’s worky -
we still hold that it is abjeoﬁion@blev;v ﬂ& |
Bu

| we said it 'would be so no malter

that party organisation muight be. .
the main point Is that of adequate publi

aty. “New Ireland” nsks if we coxl 5ugs
go¥t @ hetter, Surely the reply I8 ob
vious: the betber and the proper arrange

| ment would bo for the Dail to print n.mi .

publish itg owg proceedings.

«
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Newéastle West Farmers’ Exploit,

An extraordinary affair took place -ab

Vewcastle West on the {xmom-nin% of Sun-
iny, 1st insb. The Assistant Secretary

of the local branch, T. Flanagan, had re-

eived over £200 harvest bonuses from
the Farmers’ Union for distribution to
the members on Sunday,

At an early hour his house wag invaded
by four armed men, whom he recognised
a8 local farmers. They demanded the

honus money and succeeded in extorting | h

£18, the rest being successfully con-
cealed. Several shots were fired outside
the house, terrifying the secretary’s wife
and children The rufians made off and
!»i:_on‘cfI w%r;t On'gh%‘r Ullé S
On Monday and-Tuesday the famous
Red. Army of Neweastle West mobilised
100 men and scouyed the country. The
four farmers were apprehended "and
brought down to the local R.I,C. barrack
end handed over to the police;
now await trial on charges of burglary,
extorting money by threats, and carry-
ing arms without a permit. "A fifth far-
mer who was engaged in the enterprise
ig still at large.” ‘
hile carefully arvesting the bodies of
the farmers, the Red Army safeguarded
the interests wf the members by im-
pounding an wup-to-date reaper and
binder as security forthe stolen money -

A Twill be sufficient,

PEACE BY MEGOTIATION.

Solid Organisation- Wins Big Wages
© Wages-Without Strife.

The fierce fight waged in Meath and

Kildare to obtain 84s, a week for .farm
labourers brings into relief the superior]

wisdom of the Co, Cork and Co. Lime-
rick farmers, and -the excellent strategy
of the Transport Union organisers and
officialg in the -latter area.

At Effin, Co. Ydmerick, the wages
secured by negotiation are for regulur
men, 27¢, a weolk, with diet, i.e., three
meals every day.” Casual men are em-
ployed by the -week for 88s, and diet.

Across the border, in Charleville, the
wage is 30s, and diet for regular em-
}J'loyees, Ballyhea, Co. Cork, has egtab-
ished a minimum of 27s. and diet; with
36s. and diet for weekly men. No regu-
lar employee isto'do casual’'s worle while
there is a man idle in the parish, and no
Union man is required: to work with a
non-Unionist, .
. In South Tipperary the men over
twenty are now receiving 19s. indoor,
35s, outdoor for a. 54 hour week, In
addition they receive time and a half
for overtime and Sunday work.  Boys
from 18 to 20 years receive 14s. indoor
and 28s: outdoor, and Letween 16 and
18, 10s. and 18s. respectively,

The rural workers of North-Eastern
Ireland would do well tetitote these re-
sults and. ask if after all Ulster is so
prosperous. Liberty Hall, having over-
come the labours of the census of mem-
bers, might now with advantage take a
national census of agricultural wages
actually -paid; The results would be a
convincing proof that the direct action
of the ILT.- and G.W.U. has yielded
higher wages and better conditions than
thirty years of Parliamentary agitation
and three years of Wages Board trifling.

NOBLE LORD CONDESCENDS TO
STEAL WAGES. .

In “sweet Adare”’ a long and Dbifter
fight is being waged by the Iabourers in
the service of the IEarl of Dunwvaven,
K.P., ta.prevent the Noble Farl reduc-
ing wages from 30s. to 28s. )

This is apparently the Earl's notion of
economy. By saving wages atb _’ohe ex-
.pense 0f the workers’ children, his Lord-
‘ship will increase his income and pay
more income-tax—perhaps, So the kim-
pire he loves will be saved from rwmn,
7. The local feeling absolves his Lordgﬂup

of-direct responsibility for the.atrocious
crime of reducing wages below the star-
_vation line. 'The agent ‘in the madtier 1s
one Billingal, a Scotsman, and a Fifer
“to bogt. There are two Scottish pro-
verbs: It néeds a Ion% spoon to sup
with the Devil,” and ¢ It needs & long
spoon to sup with & Fifer.”” -
- Nevertheless, the Farl of Dunraven is
the man who will line hls_%ockets with
the money’s worth of the bread stblen
from the children of Adare. ‘

%lie latest proposal for seftlement from
the Scottish gentleman who holds the
honour of Wyndham-Quin_alias the
Noble Earl of. Dunraven, K P., in pawn,

as a coredit to the county which pro-|
u

ced Andrew Carnegie, the money mag.
Ul@ 0 ! : .

allingal proposes that all the men
should return to work like good hoys.
. '}Vios.b of them would he ut once put on
& Yortnight's notice bo leave, and the
winter’s work would be carrled out by
" one-third of the permanent staff.

The others would hg;ve the privilege of

getting - odd jobs as they turned up.

oero- ]

. BOLSHEVIK NAVAL VIOTORY,
Tho ifBrg;ish }.(A i

the destroyer ¢
to‘?pggg ﬂgxx‘ﬁe‘ altic on Aug.

sunk glnce, '

They'

)| the Union-Jack shopkee%eps.
At

1 Union, last

miralty announoes that
storia’ wad supk by a
% e on 80, wsi’t:h
2 losg of soven llves. Another has been

A MODEL BRANCH.
Charleville Branch {fhose splendi A

sensatiicund  vidtory ’ ™o ,ohrg)ni(dg(li‘il laaﬂ
“Te-glg, 18 one of the very Lest under the
Union banner, Like every other branch,
1t members - are keen on wapes and

ours, but, unlke some, they realise that
these are less than half the battle,
) They are awake to the fact that there
1s o class war going on in Society, Per-
haps not the keemest of them hag any
theory about the class war, but they have
ad sufficiently sharp experience of the
tactics of the masteri'class to know war
to be war, when. it"}i%5them on the eye.

Working-class Ethics, :
They Wastlr no dimien discussing the
ethics of the vario §3 methods of ﬁgt:hting
the boss, “Will it bit and will if
hurt?” is what they ask concerning &
new tactic. Diréet action on the indus-
trial field is supplemented by political
pressure. A campaign is now on to se-
oure the enforcement of ¥ood Control re-
gulations, and the D.C. has Leen asked
to fix maximum prices for milk and
arrangements are being made for sup-
plieg mndependent of the normal sources
at competitive rates,
Their Qwn Medioins,
. The Profiteering Act will be used to
the utmost extent, The workers’ stand-
point about these messures will not com-
mend itself to doctrinaire republicans
but it is determined by the golibics ot
v ack They can-
not complain if the advocates of the
Workers’ Republic invoke British law to
compal a square deal over the counter -

Back of the ceaseless pressure on every
possible line of atfack bhere is a pains-
taling organisation.  The arbitration
?roceedangs of last year were prepared
or by the compilation of bu gets of
working-clasg expenditure, showing the
lowest irages that would purchase the
necessariesy of life. The housing pro-
jects are based upon a thorough rinvesti-

ation of existing houses, undertaken
jointly by the LT. and G.W.U} and the
Federation of Discharged Sailors and
Soldiers. = i ,

We hope shortly to publish the results
of the workers’ inquiry, with photo-
raphs of some of the horrible hovels that

o, Cork capitalism provides for its
serfs. o '

The Centre of Light, :

The Transport. Branch is an active

centre of propaganda, Cathal O'Shan-
non was invited to address them last
Thursday, but J. MacDonnell had to act
ad substitute. The large attendance
s}fo‘wed the keenness of the rank and
file. s
.~ The Very Rev, TFather Thomas,
0.8.F.C., of Cork, gpoke on the subject
of Conciliation Boards on Sunday last.
His visit had Deen arranged some con-
siderable time bLefore by the I.T. and
G.W.U., but the lightning strike induced
a change of heart among the employers,
and one of them; Mr. Jas, Cronin, D.C.,
wrote to the ¢ Cork Examiner’’ to bLe-
seech his fellow-employers to-attend the
Transport Union's concert-lecture and to
trx. t0 have a Conciliation Board estab-
lished forthwith, '
Strange how anxious employers are for
conciliation aiter their naked and brutal
force fails to destroy theO.B.U.1
Glue vour eyes on Charleville. There
are men there who know liow to do things
and young men who want to do them,

STRIKE IN THE GATES OF THE
ENEMY. -

The labourers at I'urness, Withy and
Co.’s, Rushbrooke ‘dockyard, aré .om
strilke against the victimisation of two
foremen, who were included in a large
number of men dismissed owing to the
completion of a job. The foreman were

| immediately replaced -by two - others

brought from Passage. )

The petty bourgeois of Cork are shiver-
ingly - anticipating that Lord Furness
will come along and lift the dockyards

‘out of the harhour, “taking his capital

out of the country’’ in"wrath at the lab-

ourers. ,
e,

Teachers and Trade Unionism, -
At Glin a local teacher who hires three
men has preferred to retain the services
of a non-%nibnist. »The two Union men
have withdrawn- their services,
The ILN.T.0, would do well to 1un a
vacation course for teachers on the prin-

ciples and practice of Trade Unionism.

Ballykisteen,

The five-week strike at'the stud farm,

| on account of the refusal of J, W. H,

Haaris to give un increase of 8s, a week,
hag been s&atisfactorily ended, .
‘ﬁ‘our of the men were threatened with
evictlon, and in view of the veng hostile
feeling aroused locally, Dr. Moloney,
T, D., induced Mr. Harris to offer arbi-

traﬁ}o% Keogh, C.C., and M, Raffan,

| of Kilfrush, heard the cage argued by

‘Mr. Harris, apnd J. Dowlin r the
Y R ’({“rpdol . and Vmago ‘o%e fol-
lowing . awar :‘—’Jngges, 84s.; hours, B
hours a day and th

shillings to be paid for three hours’ work
on Sundays, and all extra wwork ‘st the
@ rent of the

Something. to put an end to this abomi-

sures will be taken.”

- democracy.

’ A LEEDS CUSTOM,

g six-day. week ; three

THE LUST RATION.

AN EYE-OPENER 1IN COUPONS,
CARDS ISSUED TO THE ALLIED
CRUSADERS.

(Trom the Beptember number of

t . ' fa
“ Daia,”’* Glasgow.)

The staff of the 256th Brigade of the
French Army of Oocupation recently
issued Instructions for the wuse of a
““maison  publique ”’  (not.. the sort of
‘ public house”” which is tho object of
attack by ‘¢ Pussyfoot ’’ and his friends,
but onc which, like the Iladies,
Louis XIV. kept about him in scores, is
‘“rtown by & much coarser name 6ut of
doors.””)  The document has been pub.
lished by *¢ L’Humanite,” -

The brothel is in the town of Monchen
Gladbach, in g district in which, accord-
ing to an KEnglish lady writer; there has
always been o good deal of sober simpli.
city, "born of the Christian influences
which for generations lave swepb that
parb of the country,

. The paper says that there are only two
inmates in the house, that the resources
of the town do not permit any inecrense
of the personnel, and that the require-
ments of regular German and Belgian
clients must be attended to! Huns be-
fore our gallant Allies the French! The
‘“hidden hand " gfil at work! Surely
there is a provision somewhere in the
Peaco Treaty which forbids such shame-
less (or shameful) pgo-Germanism ?

Cannot our same Socialist M.P.’s do

nable trickery, and insure that the eru-
saders of the Entente shall have access
to the ‘‘persomnel ”” of the establish-
ment in preference to the barbarous
Beche ?

Comrade Frank H. Rose will surely
make s firm stand in this matter if his
knees are not too much affected by
standing so long when the National An-
them was sung recently in the House;
or brave Ben Tillet; or Mr. Barnes
(Minister without Portfolic). Or must
it be left to the modest and patriotic
editor of ‘‘ Jobn Bull ”’? .But why do
not the Irench apply to our military
authorities for assistance? .

There must be somewhere in TFrance
a gallant British officer who. has taught
morality to thg benighted Indians. He
would doubtless be able to tell them how
to ‘increase the personnel.””  Somo
people have no initiative.* :

However, the Sir Galahads of -the

glorious "Trench Army are not 1o . be:
utterly neglected. *¢In order not to pre-
vent disorder and in order not to exact
from these women work beyond their
strength (the French are, above all, a
chivalrous people) the following mea-
These “measures
include the division of the time of the
women amongst the men of the various
battalions.  “In every-battalion bthere
will be on each allotted day twenty
tickets—five per company. Men wishing}
to visit the establishment will apply to
their sergeant-major.” ,
In our last issue we drew attention to
the fact that British officers in Turkey
were offered up-to-date and complote
harems ‘¢ which- appear to be extremely
popular.’”” For an' officer an wup-to-date’
and complete harem (and he does not
have to apply to his sergeant-major) ; for
a private a ticket—one of twenty—‘ on
each allotted day’ when the predious
token is not required by any one of the
hundreds of his fellow-soldiers of the|
Cross.

Thus are solved great problems like
equality of sacrifice and of opportunity.
In this way is morality firmly seated on
her shining throne, from which the abam-
donedplegions of the Kaiser would have
deposed her. Thus are worlds saved for

© P. LAVIN.

*Yep the ¢ Queen’s i)aughters in
India,”” and Lord Roberts’ Bazaar
(brothel) Circulars.

- Mr. Eamonn Martin, of the .clothing
firm of Messrs, R. Briscoe and Co,, whose
premises are in the Liffeyside srea, re-
forred to in a paragraph headed “A
Leeds Custom,’’-informs us that hig firm
does not employ its Tailors on Sundays.

On two recent occasions, however, it
had heen found necessary to “bring in
ongineors on Sundays to install new ma-
chinery required to cope with the rapid
oxtension of business, : ,

Had that work not been overtaken by
the ongineers on Sundays the talloring
staff would have been out of work for
gevoral days. - . :

Mesars, yBriscoe do not belleve in a
saven day week, and never prachice it.
Their working week is six days, and does
not extend beyond 44 hours, =
“"Weo have not heard from the other
fitms in the area, bub we hope they hav

ey

L

GLASROW LABOUR SAYS
OFF IRELAND."

-

“ HANDS

Ak meeting
bnrn ander the auspicey of ithe'lom{ Irish
Labouar Party, on Sunday, 3rd Aug., the
secretaly was instruct@g to summon g
conference of delegatés from the various
Irish-and Labour societies in Glasgow for
the purpose of arranging o ‘Hands off
Troland” demonstration, and focussirg
public opinion on, Ireland’s claims.

. The conference, as arranged, was held
it the Central Halls, Bath 86., on Sun~

delogntes being present from the LN.F,,
A.Q.H., Sinn Fein, Irish Labour Party
S, Toolmakers, IM.I.A, W rkers’
Union, Glasgow Trades and Iabour
Council, Glasgow I'ederation I..I.P., ote.
Comrade P. J. Dollan oexpressed the
of the conference wwhen he de-

*

must, not be lost sight of; dnd it was
the duty of the working class in Britain
as well as of the Yrish section of it to
help the people of Ireland in their mapgni-
ficent fight for freedom, and to remember
that it” was.-not o case of helpihg any
particular creed or party, but involved .
the maintenance of a great fundamental
pinciple, ‘ '

_ The delegates agreed to promote a pulw
lic demonstration in the largest hall
available in the opening woeks of
October, and appointed & commitioe to
arrange details.  Mr. Jno, V, Burns,
who presided over the conference, was
elected chairman; Myr. P. Wheatley trea-
surer, and Mr. Jas. Roe, 26 Avenue road,
Springburn secretary. The conference was
most harmonious and enthusiastic and
it is hoped that similar action will ho
taken on the Irish question from one end
of Britain to the other,

tinental countries, lglﬂec‘.,caso of Ireland

CLASS WAR AND STEP DANCING.

At o meeting of Bruff Branch LT, &
G, W.U., held on Sunday, 81lst inst, Mr. -
T, Sheashan presiding, the subjoined re-
solution, was proposed and seconded, and:
carried ananimously. I’roposecf by
Michael Daly and seconded by Jolhih Kel-
leher., Resolved—:‘“That we, the mem-
hers of Bruff Branch Irish Transport and
General Workers’ Union, call upon all
workers—agricultural labourers, trades-
men, carmen, gervant boys and servant

.girls, and all boys and girls of 168 yoars

who have to earn thair bread to come
and {Sin this branch of above Union,
thereby placin:i,v themselvos in o position
to demand a llving wago for the fupure,
for the members of this branch are de-
termined not to work with non-union men

or women from +this day forward.”

> The chairman announced that on Sept.

30th there would be a lecture given on
the Class War by a prominent official of
the Union, and the ¢ommittee will strive
tc supplement said lecture by a concert
and some step-dancing. :

AGRICULTURAL WORKERS WAGES
' - - IN ITALY, . .
At o congress of agricultural workers
held at Bologna in June last, it ig re-
ported in the Socialist jourmal, ‘‘Bat-
taghe Sindacgli” of 14th June that the
following figures were stated to be the
average hourly wages in the most im-
portant agricultural provinces of Italy,

.where wages are highest, viz:— -

" Ordingry work from 1s, to 1s. 2id. per
hour, :

Mowing: (fodder) from 1s, 7id. to
28, 44d. per hour..

Harvest (grain) from 1s. 103d. to
2s. 43d. per hour. ‘
" These rates represent an increase of
about 220 per cent_ over those ruling in

"1915.—Board of Trade Gazette.

A LABOURER’'s VERSE, ~
cull these poems by Andrew Deodds, a
prominent official of the Scottish Farm
Servants’ Union ;-
MARY’S BOY.

0, Mary when you kissed your Boy,

And held Him to your breast,
You surely knew a mother's joy

Par more than all the rest.

When little Jesus smiled, what thrill
Was in His baby glee? .
Did you not dream Ho well might still

The waves of Galilee?

When you bent o’er your little Child,

~ "And ‘hushed Him in His cot, .

Your fondest dreams were ne’er so wild
As the Great Cross, God wot. :

THE FARMER VIEWS HIS WHEAT
' FIELD, (
You look along the ripening grain
Full twenty acres of it,
‘And count the money that

, you'll gain
And glory in your profit. .

And in 1ts golden sheen you view
The -shimmer of the guineas;
"0,_sordid soul, God pity you

What’s gain but little children’s need,
The widow’s dreadful angiish,

And ere you satiate YUU;}.‘ greed, -
How many poor will languish? e

God's fingers lay upon the wheat
A sunny gleam of giadness.

And turn it into sadness, .

£ 1s, per houyp, T
%&é’es i) f&aed at ,fs.' 2 wook,

duly taken note of our warning. »

ANDREW DODDS.

Lo

feeliﬁ

clared that while the workers’ movement
could protest against the heartless polioy
‘pursued towards Russin and other Con-

Trom the “Scottish Farm Servant’’ we

For very great your sin is, .

And you, poor man, would play the cheal

of Yrishmen in Bpring~ . =

day, 8lst Aug. Xt wag well attended, = -

.

Y
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* The Role of the Labbur, Unions

POV C O L LI SLETER T OIS IPILIGRERBRIONIIOA ISP,

in the Russian Re‘\}olution._

Thie important account of :

organised Labour's part In the

By N, P. AVILOFF (GLEBOFF),

People’s Commissionary for Posts and Telegraphs in the
' Govérnment of the Russian Soviet Repubhe._

Translated by CATHAL O'SHANNON,

-~ (Second Instalment}

Wages and the Ruin of Industry, a
"~ Side by side with the fight for the eight hours da'.y
there was g fight for the raising of the wages and this
“took up a great deal of the time of the professional
arganisations. The prices of arbicles of the first neces-
gity had risen incredibly during the war, while the in-
crease in wages #fogbed only certain industries, few in
number, the stoppifig of ‘which would have caused loss
to the imperialist government. Moteover the rise in
wages was only go much per cent. and it did not im-

prove the material situation of the working class.
Supported by the bourgeois government of Leon
Kerenski, the capitalists showed little or no benevo-
lence towards tho workers but haggled with them over
overy farthing &fidroften drove them into striking.
Then the fight for the minimum wage necessary for a

living began, and it was only thanks to a spirited revo-

lutionary attack that the workers succeeded in triumph-
ing over the resistance of the boutgeoisie. The bour-
geoisie gave way with very bad grace, and when, either
by legal means or by the acceptance of collective bar-

gaining or by open fight, the workers had succeeded in.

obtaining the increase in wages, the bourgeoisis ad-

dressed complaints to the Govarnment on the impos- 1.
sibility of lkeeping their factories going in view of the*

exorbitant exsctions of the workers, saying that the
disorganisation of production was the result of these
exactions of the workers claiming ‘‘ fabulous’ wages.

. In spite of the complaints of the beurgeoisie against
the raising of wages, the unheard-of exploitation of the

workers wenb on merrily at high predsure and ‘the -price’

of prime necessaries rose enormously, so that from
time to-time the workers were compelled to demand
increases in wages if $hey were not to die of hunger,

The Pixing of Wages Scalag. ‘

The professional organisations and their federations
had nob only to lead’ a campaign for the raising of
wages.bub they had also to establish scales of wages
a8 nearly equal as possible for the different categories
of workers in industry. The unions saw the necessity
for the most detailed elaboration of scales divided imito
groups and categories according to the difficulty and
the intricacy of the labour, Begun before the October

Revolution by the unions of the metal and typogra- -

phical workers, this campaign was taken up afterwards
by all the unions.

Workers’ Control of Industry, '

However, the organisdtion of unions snd the fight for
the eight hours day and the raising of wages was notb
the whole story. The professional organisations took
‘an active part in the organisation of workers’ control
and devoted many efforts to preventing the complete
disorganisation -of production by the plundering capi-
talists. , _ :

In the early days of the Revolution—the period in
which the verv idea of workers’ control was econceived
~it was the lactory committees which themselves
undertock to bring it about snd in the following months

workers' contro] hecame the task of the professional

orgonisations, ~ ‘
The latter believed that it was necessary to bring the
. workers’ control into their own hands in order to cen-
tralise it and introduce Committeés of Economic Con-
trol into every industrial organisation befors fixing the
economic conditions in each concern in the interests of

oll industry and the working class of the whole of |’

Russia.

In addition to workers’ control, which no doubt con-
tributed to-the abolition of capitalist domination and
prevented the disorganisation of buginesses, the pro-
fessional organisations sought to extend their inffiience
over the organisation of preduction and stép the com-

- plete destruction of industry. The labour unions sent
their delegates into all the managerial ‘and organising
offices in order to help in the fight against the disor—
ganisdbion of manufacturing concerns and. against the
disorganisers- themselves, the capitalists,

Idontity of Political and, Economic Struggle.

But all this work, which demanded continuity and
regularity, was often ififerrupted by political events.
During the eight months of bourgeois-social-patriob
power the unions applied themselves not only to eco-
nomie problems bub also to-political questions, for they
.realised that these two questions were inseparable and
that if the political situation remained -the same the
economic position of the working class would beeome
worse and all its conquests would be undone. That is
why the unions provisionally abandoned their €conomis
activity in Oeboger and gave themselves up entirely to
the political fight, playing during the October Revolu.
tion"the role which corresponded to their organising
capacity, o .

o Strikes After the October Revolution,

The faoll of the capitalists from power wrought o
great change in the life of the working -class and its
economic organisstions and it became necessary to
utilise promptly all the strength of the unions n ordex
4o solve the new and hitherto unknown problems, -

S

‘he now renders homage to the unions for the fine part

 Socialist State,

- development in a ¢cuntry could be judged by that of
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All ab once strikes shed their sharpness and the re-
volutionary Russian workers who had taken power into
‘their own hands in October, 1917, said to themselves:
** Under the government of the workers and peasants
there is no-room for strikes,”’ and they caused the
strike moyements to cease as soon as the Revolution
was accomplished. Strikes lost raison d'etre, after the-
October Revolution, as a method of fighting of the
working classes for the improvement of its economic
condition. - The power of the workers and peasants
established: the eight hour day by means of & law and
later on it regulated wages in the sgame manner.

Transforming the Unions into Governing Organs,

But from the moment the fight of labour against
capital lost its old importance the professional orga-
nisations had also to change their tactics by transform.
ing their economic Aghting organs, until then directed
against the capitalisis, into auxiliary organisations of
the Socialist State itself. And if Comrude Lenin, in
April, 1917, could find no.other expression than that
of “ a morass’’' to define the professional movement

they played in the re-organisation of.our nalional eco-
nomy, ' , ,

.Organisiny Industry—The Workers' Republie,
Abandoning their old role the uniong since then have
husied themselves with the most difficult and most
complicated problems: the organisation of industry and
the determination of the conditions of labour in the

Somse decades ago Karl Marx said that the degree of

its professional organisations. We can now judge the
degree of development of our Socialist industry by the

of that industry. It was to attain to that role that
we created the unidns of production. Before the Oec-
tober Revolution we had need of labour organisabions
based upon the principle of the craft interest in order
to have greater success in the proletariat’s fight against
capitalism ; after the October Revolutionn unions of this
kind were indispensable to us in order to ubilise our
strength to the fullest in the organising of the econo-
mie life of the country. The role of the labour unions

have the right to say that they entered as masters into
their new Socialist State. As much at Petrograd as
at Moscow the centres of the Trade Union movement

all the Trade Union leaders themselves were then in
the cockpit in the fight against the power of the capital-

The Genéral Staft Seizes Power,

- The General Staff of the October Revolubion was
posted in the Smolny Institute in the flats on the lower
floors occupied by the Central Committes of the pro-
fessional organisations of all Russia. It was there the
Government of Workers and -Peasants was organised
and it was from there the Revolutionary Buresu of the
Directorate of the Communist Party in Petrograd
directed the labour movement in that city. .

The representatives of our Trade Union movement d

played & great part in the October Revolubion. In the
first menths the unions followed the’ general current

of the working class’st revolutiodary struggle for the

Then as new problems, the establishment of a Socialist
State, the building tip of our whole national economy,
industry, commerce, transportation , arose, they took
over the direction of the organising of the new and
Socialist Russia. , '

In January, 1918, the first Congress of the profes-
sional organisations of the whole of Russia established
laid it down that :—:*¢ The centre of Trade Union gra-
vity has to be transferred to the fleld of organisation of
the economic life of the country,’”’ Fyom this time
forward the unicns devoted themselves entirely to this
work of organisation and during the ten months of
Socialist building up they helped with all their strength
~the power of the Soviets in reconstituting the completely
disorganised national economy. : o .

At the moment of the October Revolution our in-
dustry was on the verge of complete disorder; the fac-
tories, were closing down in scores and the manufac-
burers were abandoning théir businesses and flying, after
pillaging as much as possible, In face of this state
of affairs the working class did not remain inactive bub
set itself to work out, by its own methods, the resump-
tion of production. TLahour control was intensified.
The works’ committees obtained the right, under the
direction of the unions, to control the economic life of

the development of industry. 'The productivity of ,th% [
works hiad to be rafsed. The works' committees boldly

task upon themselves and pro- |
reakdown of

industry,

vented the complete
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AN ECHO oOrF LIMERICK AN
DROGHEDA, A3

(The following letter
from last issue.—ED,)

To the Editor,  Voice of Labour

Dear Cathal,—I regret to have
draw your attention to a rather exi
ordinary statement appearing ip ¥
last issue under the sub-heading
““ The Limerick Debate,”

The +writer makes the unqualif
statement that the solitary critic of |
Executive found himgelf utterly g
openly deserted by what he termg {
‘““loud-mouthed butb cunning gang,’

Well, T have to come to the conclug
that the writer is either deliherately #
ing to mislead his readers, or tlgt '
must be very much misinformeq \
facts. I think T made it perfectly cle
o Congress that I had no connect;
whatever with any person or persons |
the hall, and, besides, I know that (g
gress kney, in stating this, ‘that I
the truth. Therefore, Mr. Editor, the)
could be no desertion of me by a«nyonz
a8 I stood independent of any “gangs,]
just as I have always done, and hm,1
usually found myself in the Minority 5
@ resulb, ° e .

Surely, Mr. Editir, the National Bxg
cutive. is not going to set itself aboy
honest, eriticism, and surely you are nof
going to allow your paper to hurl such g
alse charge as,bhe above at the head of
one’ who scorns *‘ gangs” of any kind,
The men to whom you refer can speak
for themselves, but. I at least demand an
apology for theSstatement made, and I,
shall be only too pleased, to take on the
writer for any wager he wishes if I fajl

was crowde]

| to produce enough evidence to prove my'

statement. .

- I sought no honours or cheers at Con-
gress, and hold my own opinions about
quite a few who did. I exercised my..
right to criticise, in no spirit of hostility,
and if, by the ‘“fortunes of war,”’ T was
placed in & false light, then T can only 8Ry
that I am a believer in the philosophy
of ““truth will out ’—even it be some-
times posthumous. ‘

The true story of the Limerick Stiike
will also come in due course—but, with
Tom Johnson, I believe that in doing so
we must not take the enemies’ time,
Thiggin Thu? A few cheers or a little
cheap popularity may appeal to shallow
minds, but there are, some who never

take the shadow for the substance, and °

.are content to watch and wait—aye, even

for a lifetime.

Apologising, Mr. Editor, for trespass.
ing on your valuable space,—Yours fra-
ternally,

" THE SOLITARY CRITIC.

(Tl_ie,wﬁter of the paragraph replies:
I am guilty neither of trying to misledd
your readers nar of being ilSHformed.

I did not say that the salitary critic had
were the headquarters of the reyolutionary.forces and | ¢ any connection whatever with any per-

son or persons in the hall,”” and, there. -

fore, therd iz mo need for the ecritic’s
self-righteous offer of a wager that he -
will disprove what I did not say. 1 did
not accusek him of seeking ‘“ honours or

cheers at Congress,” nor did I deny him =

his perfect right to criticise the National
Executive, or anybody else. So far as
my recollection goes, the dictionary
meaning of desert iz toabandon, to rmn
away, and it was of running away I
accused certain people who were expec-
ted to say a great deal at Congress about
the National Executive and Iimerick.
I didn’t accuse your correspondent of
that; but I accused others of it. If they
td not run away, I’'m damned if I can
find an English word that will express
their awful silence. I didn't accuse your
critic of emtering into ‘any league or
covenant with them, but I stand by my
statement that when your correspondent:
hied spoken, ‘not one of .them had the
courage to speak after him, Lastly, it
wasn’t ‘“the fortunes of war’? thab
placed your correspondent in_the light
he appeared at Congress—it was the mis-
fortune of words which he himself sal

'RELAND IN THE FOREICN PRESS,

“La, Fouille,” Geneva, August 27, in
an editorial by Marcel Laurent, says:
he Irish question still remains in the
front raunlk,
be made by the Sinn Feiners to capture
the *local. ‘administration, If they suc-
ceed, as is very probable, we cannot seo
how' the English Government can geb
out of the Impasse'in which ib is moré
and mory dragged. M., De Valera con:
timues (his

ipropagands, in the Unite
weither encouragement nor
money is lacking him, The question ©
the independence of. Ireland has to be

sottled quickly if England does not wand
to find herself up against strange come
PMications,

-

- SPIRITUGUS MUNITIONS, '

A London torrespondent fays thad
among the munitions at Archangely
which Mr, Churchill is reluctant to abans
don, 1s a huge dunmp of cases of whiskeYs

A great offort is going to

)
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Intercd on the eighth week, the strike
of thre employges engaged by the prin-
¢ipal city musio depots has been ended,

The settlement was reached as a ro-|v

gult of a series of conferences held at the
Ministry of Labour, at which represen.
tatives of the firms affected and the.
unions interested were present, and the

employces have ‘since returned to work, :

‘The arrangement come to has given|

gatisfaction, and makes provision for the
establishment of a joint board, consist.
ing of equal representation, from both
sides.

The termse of settlement are to last forl

a period of twelve months, with the im-
portant proviso-that, in the event of the
cost of commodities in the meantime

gshowing any appreciable advance, the |

question of a further adjustment in the
employees’ wages shall be takem up by
the Board after six months have elapsed.
In effect, the agreement entered into
only lasts for a half year, because, with-
out the slightest doubt (and signs are

not wantng ‘at- present), the prices of}

the articles in common uze will he  fur-

ther enhanced between pow and six

“months’ time,

Now that the musdic strike is but a
-memory, we avail of this opportunity of
recording our appreciation of the magni.
cent manner in which the. strikers con-
ducted the campaign. Truly, they made

a bold- and courageous stand against the |

combined forces of a London-Liverpool
Music Syndicate, During the priogress of
the fight not one single article left or
was taken to any of the firms in dispute,
excepting in “one instance, The extep-

tion referred to occurred towards “the|

end of the struggle, when o lady, evi-
dently in great distress, called on the

was readily granted) to remove a ¢ baby
grand *’ piano from Messrs. Pigott.
The blockade imstituted by the employ-
ees was complete in every particular, and
pays a deserving tribute to the way in
which the strikers discharged their
varions picketting duties. No doubt, the
fact of the pickets being always on the
qui-vive- was responsible to 'a large de-
gree for the success of the strike,

- With a joint board established for thel

music trade, perhaps the necessity will
never arise again for the employees to
be forced into taking strike action. At
the same time we feel confident that if

it ever becomes necessary to have to|

issuo a further ‘‘call to arms’’ there
will be the same spontancous and gener-
ous response from all hands, as on the]
last occasion. : '

Sack Slaves, ¢ e T
. Heartiest congratulations to-the gitls|
m Messrs. Smyth, saek merchants, whe/
have;n_ow returned to work, having won
a meritorious victory after being eight
weeks on strike. They put up a grand
fight, indeed, For grim determination, |
and as soldiers in industrial .warfare,
they could give us, the alleged “‘sironger
sex;’’ a few profitable hints on how tof
combat successfully the class that willl
do anything. for us except get off our
backs.  We, therefore, have much plea-|
sure in doffing our hats to these ladieg}
on their achievement, |

In resuming-work, however, their casel}
does not end there. The scttlement has|
been arrived at on the definite wtder-|
standing that the whole question of}
better wages, not only as it affects|
Smyth’s girls, but as it affects the em-|
loyees gonerally in the sack-making|
ine, will be taken up at once through|
the Merchants’ Trade Association. AY
claim for a living minimum wage has
already been served on the employers. |

At the moment we have a feeling of|
hopefulness that a new economic ers is|
well within sight for Dublin’s sack.|
making slaves.

Stony-broke, Moryah! L
The action of Messrs, Brown, hottle
manufacturers, Church - street, in Iock-
ing out their employees because they had
dared to seck a slight; improvement in
their wages wag vicious and callous in the.
extreme, In acting im the manner
stated, the firm might plead a certain
dmount of justification were the wages in|
operation anything Hke what might be
regarded as handsome o reasonable.
But sych by no means was the case.
Brown’s men were pald 4 scandplously
low rate of pay. At present there is
318«}'&1.?- (if any) class of lahourers in re-
fﬁ)l tgf a wage as miserable ad that pay-
ablo
of the foek-out,

Bubd, then Ywere fust az well the
this ¢ _-phdlaafthmpio » Institution ceaseg
exigh, when the proprietors allege

ability to meet the workers’ elaim, for|

& little more Government subsi-

"those at present being paid on output or

extra to their employees, and Frank Cal-

- Drygs.

{ of -the men, had to admit defeat, and

this establishment at the date

0¥ LABOUR, -

Rogan at the Royal,— | v,
S i Y A Battle Royal

Behind the scencs at “the Royal, ihe
_glllxl;n. broilgl;t Soﬂ.‘ :; rather dramatic
» m whieh Sean r red 1

Toading rols. togan played the
. The matter was one in connection with
& dispute that had arisen in the Winter
| Gardens Vetween the female employees
and the manageross, owing to the latter
‘lady’s reecent behaviour towards those in
that department. '

' No satisfaction having been received
 from the management, with whom the
' Union liad been in communication ¢i¥the
matter, all grades in the Theotre, re-
cognising at once the unsatisfactory
nature of the managerial reply, and the
1sgues involved, decided to cease work,
during the middle of Hore Show wee&%ﬁ'
unless the manageress meantime modi-
fied her methods,

The crisis, however, was never reached,
because the fair amazon-in complaint was |
given dear and well-defined instructions
' to '“mend her hand ** instanter towards
the girls, and it was furthermore inti-
mated that the attendant dismissed
"would be immediately reinstated.

All’s well, therefore, that ends well—
from the Union standpoint.

Mail-Men, :

The award in the case of the mail-yard
‘(Imve:-r.'s--ha.s been issued, and by its terms
provision i8 made for the employment of
two extra drivers, and two extra yard-
men, In addition, the arbitrator grants
| 3s. extra for Sunci‘a,y work,

- Printers’ Seetion. o
- Pollowing the scttlement of the Prin-|
 ters’ Strike, our members who were
‘leclzed out in consequence of the trade
- trouble have now returned to work,

+

' Merchants and Granaries.
A fresh claim has been served on tha|
"Merchants* Warehousing Company and

. store.hands, for whom 1d4s, per day in
-the case of casual employeds, and 12s.

‘per week advance in the case of con-|
i stant employees has been claimed. Thel

tof a 14-days’ annual holiday, apart from |
: the existing st%tutory holidays. '

. Saddlers’ Section’s Signal Success.
. “The initial case of this section has|
' proved very successfil;, although a latter- |
day additio/ to the ranks of the 0.B.U.

In response to the Saddlers’ and Har-
negs-makers’ demands, ¢he Employers’
Trade Asscciation met the Uuion, and
expressed agreeableness to Introduce a
48-hours’ working-week, ,

On the'wage aspect of the elaims an
offer was made equivalent to an advance
of 12s. per week’in the case of the weelkly
wage men, and a 40 per cent, increase on
the pre-war price list schedule rates, to

by results, In this latter connection,
while there has ibeen general accept-
ance, the employces have put forward an
alternative preposal for 'a guaranteed

tion, .
The revised rates operate on and from
Ist September, 1919,

Egg ant Butter Seotion. o
‘Charlie Byrne, butter merchant, Kevin|

employees; whilst another 6s. goes the
way of the men. engaged by Msss-s. |
Lemass, cooperage factory,

Fany maltings bag not thken place, it is
weecause the local Branch

Blarney.

tors, are somewhat particular eoncerning

‘t cloghduy,

probably take a new lease of life, as the
proprictor has agreed to talk the burn-

- the Granaries Company in respect of the | Ing question over with Tadg Barry some

'the Harvest Bonus in advance, meeting

demand also asks for the establishment | piorg (mestion the prodigiousness of their

currenb agreements.
L Kilkenny,

‘Desart to her labourers at the Talbot’s|
Inch Wood-W

the splendid wages (of the future) wihen
%_he new (imported) heads get going., -
ralee, '

woollen industry that canses Revington

to dock a few specially picked Union|
members a couple of bob a week, under

the plea that
‘sbandard town hours!
less than in other woollen mills, but the
wages are; that, however, i3 & mere
nothmg!|
will set things right.
Arigna. .
The miners received with satisfaction | A[‘Connell’s firm
the news of the conference arranged be-
tween ownerg and men to take place on
e Wednesday, Sept, 10th, at Arigna sta-
minimum weekly wage, and as far as the| tion.
harness-makers are concerned, a minl.}that Be” to take up their prievances was
mum rate has been fixed by the Associa- ¥)romo’ping a feeling of disgust, and but

T
‘tﬁeir coal supplies, would have taken
action ere this, in
structed to attend the conference, with |
 local delegates,
' Mooncotn,

street, granted the 7s. advance to ])is:};‘
e
atmosphere of sweetnesg like a blue-
bottle on a beef-steali! The usual ve-|
: . : <1 Dean’s Grange, . :

~Transport Union Notes.:

Maitings,

A conference batween reprosentatives
of t.!x‘o Irieh Maltsters’ Association and
the Transport Union has heen arranged
for Wednesday, 10th inst., to discuss the
following  demand:—An  allround  in-
vrease of 19s, per week, in the case of
}31‘0\:111&1:11 maltingg, tho increace to be
rased on last year’s standard rate of 358,
for a six-day week; a 48-hour wéak;|
time worked m excegs of 48 hours to be
regarded as overtime and paid for at
time and a half rate ; double payment for
Sunday work; these conditions to come
into operation at the opening of this sea-
son, If the serving of thig dexvidd on

t Beeretary has
failed to furnish H.O. with the nec'gsfsury
information :
Ganal Workers, .

The patience of these men has leen |
exhausted waiting for_ even a definite
reply to the application made at the he-
ginning of the year for some improve-

ment of their condition commensurate| oy his successful negotiations of their

with the new conditions on English
canals, A general mieeting of the men |
has decided to compel some attention to
their claims and they have issued a notice
that they intend to cease work on the
13th inst. :
Dungarvamn, . v

The ‘great. * Pércemasker ¥ of Corle—
Father Thomas—is to try his hand st
the settlement of the general town strike
in Dungarvan, Here’s the hest of wishes
for success! . s

Mahoney Bros., woollen mill propiie-
the selection of their work-people, hut teoo
high a sense of discrimination may not
meet the approval of the people who
support this firm.

“The Last of the Limeworks’ will

gy next weelk,
enagh. . -
The charming wéimen of requesting

with its just reward, some rustic finan-

The offer made by the Countess of

orking Factory is graci-|
ously accepted, and all lock forward to

It must be the terrible slackness in the

ey are working less than
The hours are not

The little demand for £2

The delay in getting the ** Powers

the dependence of the- country onf|
W. J. Reilly is in-

The old question: the cussed Iifilel
et >’ who sticks ont against all his}
Eows and “‘won'’t join,” creating ang

e

Dragpery. . :
The claims of ilie employees in Messrs,
Todd Burns and O’Dea, both ecstablish-
menty near the Nelson nuisance, have
been-duly despatched for the ‘“ necessary
action,” ag the military junkers .would
put ib, -

“Hickey and Co.

have conceded 5s.’

laghan and Co. have done ditto in the
case of their employees. - ’

ells, druggists, after a week’s strike

had to submit to all the indignities and
indemnities conventionally imposed on a
beaten foe, whilst & similar fato has to
be recorded against Barrett, Westland
row, who, after & one day’s stoppage of
hig employees, made an wunconditional
gurrender to the superior Union forces,

Bottie-Woarkers. S
In the Ringsend sector, better known,
perhaps, as Redmond’s Ridge, the em.
ployees in the bottlé-making business
were -'periiously near taking strike action
last woek-end, in consequence of the em-
ployers’ puerile attempt to side.track
the men’s modest claim for better wagos.
o strike, however, was averted, as

g result of 5 conferenee, and the diffi-
culty has been hridged by the concession
of an additional dollar to the men’s ewr
reny rates. o Ty

-

The MilL.Carters, |
so of- the city mill-carters for

fore tho All-Ircland Conference of the
Tlour Millers, held at the Ministry of
Tabour Jast week, ‘in conjunction with
the naional demand of the flour-milling|
operatives.
of both- the employers and 1ihe various
unions inierested was present.
cussion lasted for three and a-half hours,
and the proceedings reached a deadlock
on practically all the clauses in the re

cided to refer the claims in their entiroty

to
made that the arbitraiion proceedings

NOTICE.

A roprescentative gathering

The dis-

spective claims,  Lventyally it was de-
arbitration, and the promise was

wotld take place immediately.

Tt is understood that Professor Bailie
will be imvited to act in the capacity of
arbitrator, in view of his dealing on
former cccasions with matters of a simi-
lar kind in connection with the Irish
flour-milling industry in all departments,

The impasse thus far reached hardly
augurs well for the success of the lately.
formed milling .joint industrial: council.
But, then, we pertinently ask, can capi-
tal, under the most favourable condi.
tions imaginable, be ever conciliatory to-

wards labour? .

No. 3 Branch I.T, & G.W.U
Applications for the position of Clerk
ill Ilz)e received upr to and including ¥ri-

ay next, 12th inst,  Applicants are re-
quosted to give particulars of qualifica-
and addressed

iféw shillingg extra, fn order to pur-

aﬂbr;e.@dx :

.

6 N
improved tonnage and load rates wag bé.

- gecured  their increases:

 boe colossall H.Q. will soon

and other stock,

canger, all have

for working Dank f v
heen offered o day’s leave for cach holi-

.sxi:lt.: Iﬁﬁﬁ‘]ness!] (gtrife- strikc!  The
ace: tverk and Carrigeen Uo-operative
ociety, Ltd., Baliinlouzh, !

Killenaula, :

More ‘‘ precious pets ' at the Knocka~
vardagh - (o-operstive Creamcry,  Co-
operation |l " As P.L, says: ** Yo Godel’?

Bandon, .

Branch Seeretary tells us that some
men are getting slack intheir support of
the Union, We trust these are not the
townsmen for whom the Unlon has just
; _ ) Agricultural
sections are alsg doing well; the Bonus
money received in cho amounts to £400:
By the way, did anyone ever try to cal-
culate . the total of the money mecured
through the Union? The amount should
) ! publish gome
figures that will stagger you, ‘

- Bishopstown,

The agricultural members of theo
Branch are grateful to Organiser Barry

demands, - Every farmer paid the in-
creagse of 88, Thanks to efforts of Sec-
retary Donovan, wf
Munster Institute -canie ino line with
increases bringing wages up 855, to 48s,
per week.

Gowran, S

Organiser Brlif it in some hard
work in thiz district settling with the
farmers; and also in Bennetisbridge and
Dunmore arecas, :

Wexford.

After the wsnal shuffling—which we
h%\;e now learned to expect from such
*“ Public ” Bodies—the County Council

have passed the following inecreased rates
Time workers, .
8d. per hour (old rate 7d.) ; stone brealk-

of pay ‘te quarrymen:

ing (steam), Is. 2d. per cubic yard (old
rate 10d.); breaking aftor blast, 1s, 5d.
per cubic yard (old rate 1s. 2d.) ; without
blast, 2s. 6d. per cubic yard (old rate

2s.); quarry foreman, 40s. (from 80s.);
engine driver, 453, per week (from 40s.) ;

engine oiler, 30s, per week «(from 25s.).
Payment of new rates to bho retrnspec-
tive from the 20th August. Four extra
meetings of the TFinance Committee of

the Council to be held in the year, so
that fortnightly

1Hayments
would be guaranteed,

Ballon, o
Dissatisfaction is manifest In this dis-

of wages

“trict because a few farmors are not ob- -

serving the termg of their agreement,

- What have the hdnes’ farmers to say
to tl
them?

e men, who seck to under-cut

Foynes, :
Branch members are concernced hecause

Tord Monteagle’s steward will not join
the Union. 6 3 gtow
of any ‘‘ noble”? lord be an acquiSition? -

uery: Would the steward

Cattle Pens, o
Noxt week we hope to give some facts
as to how Messrs, Rebgon and T. I
pay the toll on cattle

Flax Scutching. .
A movement is taking place in Co.

Monaghan for the formetion of a cone
ference hetween milll owners and worlk-
ers to regulate wages and conditions.
Mounaghan branch ave putting, forward on
application for a rate of 2¢. per stone
with a £6 Lounty.

Gartnahoe. ¢ .
We should like to know who is respon-

' sible for the unfair allotment of worlk
among the roadmen in the district.

The
R.D.C, ithe county surveyor and Yhe

their particular idio-~
syncrasies, .

Perseverance rewarded!! Four months’
persistent  correspondence  with the
Waterworks Committee of the Dublin
Corporation has at length elicited o re

ply. ‘The Transport Union meinbers who

were refused the preseribed double pay
holidays have now

day worked.

Cork.

The Mineral Water Section has ob-
tained an advance of 1ls. per week, re-
trospective from -lst Jume, a 48-hour
weels, and a half-day, The pleased meni~
bers cheexfully subgeribe first week's ad-
vance to the union’s -fund. ,
Newport, Co, Tipp. o

A pretty little game! The Union
makeg a demand on Charlie O’Conncll
for Dhis smith and floorsman.  Charlie
looks innocent and says nothing to_the
expectant workmen, but writes to Lib-
erty Hall that they have not asked for
any increase. Won't work!l :
Kinsale Junction,

An aniicable settloment has been effec-
ted of agricultural demand, with 58 ad-
vance and harvest bonug, A conciliation
committee under the presidency of the
PP, is set up,

Mallow,

The ohstinacy of the guardiang in re-

fusing to hear a Union representative m

-

s
du}?y recognised ab the next election,
Clonakilty.

nineworkers provides increases varying
from ds. to 3s.; time and o hglf over-
time; double time Sunday work. A
motor lorry will coxvey hands from town

tiong, etc., in handwriting, &

tlég l Seerotary, lﬁraﬁch No, ‘3, T4
' ay Street, Dublin, _

Thomay Street, Yy 8o .

L0 mine aud back.

%

Bishopstown, the -

port of the officials’ claims will bo’

The settlement of claim of Anman Bay

gy

USRS

o
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JOTTINGS FROM ULSTER.
(From Front Page.)

Qhat members of the (;3oaohimiider§;’

¢

Slectrieiang’ Socieby will see to 1b

opo
g:nld 1

 ghat i January they send such a depu-

- ke the laws that the local
o protected from all such
importations as thub complained of.

" Resulis,

The results are not yet to hand of the
mony applications-sent_to the differend
employers in the city, but by the time
tifhe Volce ™ iz published, Dockers—
Deep Sen—Carters, Drovers Broadser-
vers, Bakors, Grist Mill and Boed Btores
swill have heard the verdict and will take
petion. in aoccordance,

Russia, o
It may intorest Ulster readery to hear
the opinign. of  Lieut,-Col, 1erwood
Kelly, V.C. (who in 1917 commanded the
1st Batt. Royal Inniskillihg Fusiliers),
upon the British interference in Russia.
ritihg in:the ¢ Daily ~JExpress’ he
says: ** I saw the Bribtish money poure
like water and invaluable British
lives sacrificed in backing up this worth-
loss army (Russian) and in keeping in
wer this worthless Government the
overnment set up in Archangel), and
country lay not in helping to forward a
mis‘cakzn' );ﬂi’oy, but in exposing it to the
British pu&io,‘,” On enother page of the
¢“Polograph’’ o highly placed Britiskt offi-
cer informah the ‘‘Daily Express’’ repre-
tive that '
aent?‘ Tl?e're is not the smallest gratitude
among Russian  officers fighting
against the Bolshevists for the help
. given by ms, They are simply omb to
restore themsejves to power, and . no
credit, no thanks, will be given to us
when, if ever, they achieve that am-

.. bition.”
Tt is not so long ago since Belfast trams
“were covered with advertisements askxing

the Ulster boys to go to Russia. When
his audience s%ows signs of weariness at
hig one hundred and ninety-ninth point
about Home Rule, the Ulster M.P. raves
of the terrors of Bolshevism. It is re-
freshing to find that the truth is begin-
ning to trickle through of the powers
opposed to Bolshevism and the reason,
vang onoe agaip the so-called statesmen

Jearn—you cannot fool the people all the

'(J'ime ¢ %'

-

. gavan.

* The remarkable recovery of this branch;
is an excellent illustration of what can
be done by * nourishment,’’ - especially
when our spacialdbmnd of ¢ gell-deber-
18 uded. - .
The ¢ City Fathers’” grant of “Js.
and a half-holiday '’ to their -employees
ave other ‘‘hosses?’ & good headline,

| “while thelr refusal to give  the crown ™

to o ‘“ blackleg !’ gave rise to susp'i_cmn’s
that ¢ there i something in a Union”
after all. ) ,
That band will be ‘heard to advantage
ghortly, if only in a big drum solo.”
- Thiogse, 'workers' houses, foo. There's a
Iot. of chaps won't join a “ Union ' (ye
know what I'm coming at) till they're
buils, Some of them will * blackleg ”’ it

~ il the Cathedral starts.

* We want a few Councillors: for 1920—
workers only need apply.

Red Flag, e .
We didn’t know fifs bands used music.
The only form in which the Red Flag air
iz availatle in Btaff notation is in the
‘gong-book issued by the Proletarian
Bcehool, 590 Argyle Street, Glasgow. (7d.)

. FOLEY'S

'DEAFNESS

AND NOIRES IN THE HEAD.
Boores pf apparently 'hopelesd’” ocases have
heen completely ocured by the well-known
“ French Orlens,” NOTHING EQUALS THIS
SIMPLR EBEMEDY, Prios 2/8 per Box.
‘Booklet, Free, :

JORLENE' ©O., Station Rd., Croydon, ENG.

Any pgood olass Druggist can obtsin this
~wemady to your order, or it oan bhe obtained
direct feom us upon reseipt of cost.

JV[ARY . STREET PIOCTURE  HOUSE.
EVERY ITEM. |

"~ ON OUR PROGRAMME

| MERITS YOUR APPROVAL,

JWLESTRIC . THEATAE,
4 TALBOT STEEET, DUBLIN, -

Stirarnei®

~ We Hava Always n

' FIRST TIME TO DUBLIN' ,
Flim on 8how Here, '

1 turn for the pen.

| Some Union Problems

IX —WORK,
By J. J. HUGHES.

What an unpleasant sound it has, this
word—ivork! It makes us think of effort

and gbrain and weary*hours when all the{

clocks seem elow, or ‘heavy taskys that
stretoh out before uglike a long, straizht
road on o hot day. That is, when we are
working for so y elso’s
job we dislike, which 18 the

ot of the
everyday worker. S

1t's o. different story when & man i8|.
" working -for- himself or hag a chance of

working ab something that suits his xifts,
Tho plotter on his plot beholds with joy
the supsulent lettuce or the smiling
spuds, tho‘gfoduog:_of hig toil, nor yecks
& labour that brings him such gifts of
natre. S

The horseman, the chauffeur, the skilled

mechanic, tha born teacher will some-]

times forgt he ig a wawe-slave when on-
goged on pomething that interests him.
Worle that appeals to the heart or the
mind becomes o gleasure, and a gain, Un-
congenial work done for a living is

A Burden and a Degradation.
. Under Capitalism the average worker
13 & square peg iy & round hole. Bome of
the surgeons we have might have made
good carpenters { workers im wood instend

of bone) only for their parents, while no

doubt o few of our: dockers.would have
done well ag cler%ymen only it cost so
much to go to oolle )
is wnpopular is becauss it's-compulsory,
and you’ve little or no ¢hoice. You take
what you get, and make what you cam
of it, . ¢« | - : S
Two changes we have to make when we
et that Workers' Republic are—free-
dom for all to choose their: work acoord-
ing to their gifts with a chance to qualify
for same, and*public service as the driv-
ing force. in lieu of private profit. But
under the workers’ regime as under the
bosses, work will be comFulsory. The
idle rich ag well as the idle wits, the ex-
ploiters of every alass and occunation,
will got a chancs of doing. their bit for

their .fellows or practising McFadden’s

hunger-cure,

. When ali Work,-

and all work for all, and all have access
to the fruits of the labour of all, our
working hours can be cut down by half.
‘“Those who do not work, neithersshall
they eat,”’ said St. Paul, The workers
in Russia have taken St. Paul down from
the shelf and are putting him into prae-
tice, so there’s & row going on out there.
No wonder the idle rich of England are
sEendm your money-and mine getbing
the Isthonians to shoot the Bolshies
down. If there was too much St. Paul
in England some ;{)aople would be incon-
venienced, so the bad example in Russia’
has to be stamped out before it spreads.

There’s not room  enough in the
“Voice’ to even refer'to work in all its
phases,
plication or two of some general prin-
ciples. ‘

Who Are the Workers? . S
A'men unloading grain from & ship is
doing work, but so 18 every one else who
helps in. the disposal of the grain, and
everyone one else who earns his living by

helfing to keep the grain worker alive
and fit, : ' :

The -clerk v)h_o tallies the grain is a'
worker, and.so is the dairyman who sup-;
plies the docker’s milk, the insurance’

agent who calls to his house, the surgeon
wiro patches him up when he gets a fall,
the teacher who 'drills his children, the
bank clerk who tallies his boss’s gains,
and the journalist who writes the letters
he reads in the evening papers.

Each of these people dresses and talks)
1 according to the nature of his work, but
every intelligent grain-worker knows|

that all wuge-sarners are his fellow-

ain obt 8

ge. The reason worky

‘We just have space for an ap-|Ic

s Dispensary PDoctors :
who have joined ug all over the country.
This is as 1v should be. L

An the Union developes, the difficulty
and complexity of the work of admin-
istration requires in ibs officials @ high
level of clerical ability, | .

The -correspondence dealing with the
affairs of all these workers scattered over
400 branches and the financial work of
the Union are daily increasing in volume
and importance. , .

It is the duly#f fhe worker who is
trained to book world and the use of the

_the aspistance of his fellows, whose em-
ployment and training have  not fitted
them for the business of Union admin-
igtration. . ,
In many districts indeed branches have

capable of doing the secretarial work,
and many branches that have lived leave
much to-be desired in this respect, ‘

A Place for All

worker to our ranks equally with the

are entitled to the same rights and con-

the same loyalty and service. o
The work of the I.T. & G.W,U. is the.

| very worthiest to which the members’

talents can bo applied. The Union is

-selves, and to help one another.
make sacrifices for one anpther, .

to abolish poverty,:the source of such
misery and degradation, : o

‘Lhis programme embraces all that is
best in the preachings of Sinn Feln and

 forces. ,

Here is 9 wholesome outlet for all the
energy and irtelligence we can muster.
Talle of “killing two binds with one
stone.” When we make a success of the
| Union’s work, everythm% else will fol-
low, prosperity, personal.and national,
freedom, personal and political, and the
fine things of life will flourish verdantly
in a congenial atmosphere. '

THE AFTERMATH IN MEATH.

~_Cleaning up After thé Big Sweep,
‘“All ‘Honourabie Men." K

One of the objections that the M.T.A,
had +to negotiating nwith the IT. and
G.W.U. was (so said their wvice-chair-
‘mian) that we “‘never kept an agree-
ment.” He implied that the farmers
had a very high standard of honour in
this respect,  What has Mr Mulvany
ﬁow to say on .the subject? What does
ne |
Mr,  Sec. Xelly has apparently suc-
ceeded in inducing his members to
-jgnore the wettlement.  The war is,

[3

pen to bring his knowledge and skill to|,

failed because no one could be found:

_We = therefore welcome the brain- '

manual worker. Each has his part to]
fill, each completes the other, and both{

sideration from the Union in return for |-

striving to help the poor to help them-|
It teaches, them to work, fight and |

It intends as the -crown of its work|

of Christianity. understood as social|

think of his “Bast Meath’’ branch?l

therefore, stlll being waged by, thae}

3

workers ‘in Donore und Duyleek. Those
honourable gents were. wuntil 1ecently
een.on adhering to ‘‘whatever ,teruis
our Union offers ’’ Now, they repudiate,
their elected wepresentatives, and are
deliberately protracting & struggle that
'bhey have been so insistent in *‘deplor-
ing’’ when it could be pretnded that
it was forced upon them by the Lran-
gport Union. o aro confident; how-
ever, that before many more days pass
they will have changed their tune to a
prayer, and the prayers will be “‘Give
us peace in our time, O Lord!"-

1'The Recalgitrants., A
1 - Several _
wtill  wearl war-paint uand feathers,
Here are the mnames of some whose
feathers have to be bleached:i—,

8ir N. Everard, Navan (wlo was
actually one " of the principal peace-
makers), -

- Fietcher,

of Ardmulchan Castle,
Nivan : -

workers and eligible for membership off™ ’Darey Thompson, J.P., Yrim.

*| the Transport Union.

Someé are manual workers, and have no
Others are mental
'worleers, and are not adopted for bodily
laffbf%uxt;.l Others again con do their share
of both.

ful or as necessary as the work the docker
does, . Under a proper social system, the

insurance agent and half the clerical

workers would be employed at useful pro-
ductive work instead of their present

pees

“dud’’ gecupations.

The Gensus of Uniop Membership

for June 30 last is now available, and
illustrates these points very forcibly in-
deed. The Union has now become the
property of well over 100,000 people en-

in 120 occupations.

gaggg .
Whereas o few years ago its strength
'| 1ay in the Transport workers, at the pre-

sent time by far the largest biody enrollé
in its tenks are the farm labourers, an

fully half its total strength work at the

production or distribution ofs food.

here are alse miore members now gm-
ployed in various industries from build-
han in Trmsgort
older
.whose loyalty and sacrifices
have made and kept the Union, are wit-| Q
negsing & complete change in its char-
| acter and scope. -7 . A
In addition to all these manual worlk-

ing to
and fue
members

love-malcing

combined. Bo that the o

ers,. ’oliene are gome thousands of non-
L manu.

workers from clerks fo

.

All are workers, even though
- some of the work they do is mot ag use-|.

. Barbour,. Trimblestown, Trim. - ‘
- Randal * Plunkett (alins Lord Dun

graziers in other mreas are

PALPNPAALPA (AN,
WE'LL
HELp
. YOU,

Yéu can 'bé'ZZeé‘ us abou and;nyoy

that feeling of mastery ihat boss |
- ship gives, = Order us to send g)Ou |
these baoks.  They will open the
eyes of the wage slaves you work |

© . among and so .

ABOLISH THE 308§

Ecoriomig: Discontent (Father T, J, !
B o o o
Socialism Made Easy (James Con.
nolly) o 2d,
Politics of Capltalism (J. T, Walton
«Wewbold, MA) mn e v v -
Scientific Socialism (William Paul) Y
| | . .
'"Posta,g;a ad.. each extra, or 'th&é,"l'oth
post™frea for ... .. .. .. .. 14,

Ry .
L% E38 N
PR
.
1y N ] .
3 : -

wes  ser  ¥sv 4nx

Vol ot .
VY att  wve e e sve

- COUPON.' ,
Disoount 1s. 8d; .in the £1.. "
T'welve Coupong like this
entitle you to a reduc
tion of 1d. on every ghil-
lingsworth. T
8.P.1; 42 N, Gt. George's

Street, Dublin,

. *

Good Work 'Trade Union Wages|

’rh:one 1848._- : R
Court Laundry |
HARCOURT ST., DUBLIN |
$pecinlists in Linen Washing, |
Pjoneers of Prc(a?t-Sharmg in
Ireland, Van Collsciions and -

Deliverios every week in .City .
andsSuburbs

Prompt Despatoh

msﬁ Materials

- P.”_QUIN N & CO0.
CHURCH ST., BELFAST; |
The Only IRISH Makers
P e |
METAL ENAMEL BADGES |

e

SPECIAL TERMS_ TO (
'IRISH TRADE AKD LABOUR UNIONS
“ASK FOR PRICES, -

50 - SECOND.HAND ~ BICYCLES, Ludies’
A and Gent's; Price £4 10s. 0d., £5 10s.
od,, £6 10s, 0d.,, £7 105.0d, to £8 108, 0d.i o8l-
riage paid. Also 500 stove-enamelled frames,

New Coverg from 6/-, 6/6, 9/- 12]-, 16/ Txlquze:
from 26, 3/6, 4/6, b/-, onxriage paid. w
Machines from 1i to 156 gns.; Dunlop Tyx g
and Brooka' Saddles. No shortage of AnY
thing, _ . - )
DWYER, 4 (V) ARRAN QUAY, DUBLIN.

gany)., .
Segrave, of Rathfeigh, Tara,
Wilkinson, of Kilmessan,
Geraghty, of Kilmessan.
Gilpin, of Kilcock, '
Morrin, of Dunshaughlin,  *~ ° .~

A Land Hog., ' .
8myth, of Robinstown, is another in-

stance of the IMaith 1(\); our Farmers. A

loyal membor of the Meath Farmers’ As--

sociation "who refused to do gught with-
jout its instruction, now, despite the
agreement that binds him, offers his one
employee 26s. a week and £2 bonus.
mybh. is o land hog who has several
farms and o sawimill, -and-—one employee,
I:[(i 18 a case for the Irish Industries De-
velopment Asgociation, .

N,

DUNBOYNE BRANCH DRAW,
1st Prize, No. 440, John MacWilliams,
Clonee ; 2nd, No, 928, J. McGee, May-
nooth ; 3rd, No. 224, Mrs. Reilly, Cush-
enstown.—M, REID, Secretary, .

Liberty Cafe.—Owned }')IY .the Hotel
and Restaurant Branch IT, & G.W.U.
Open 7,80 a.m, to 7.30 p.m, 81 Eden
upy, Dublin, . i

Ik HOT WEATHER a shampoo cools
and refreshes and guards against the
trencherous summer - colds, MALLON,
30 Eden ‘q‘ua;_!, Bublin, ; :

ced
v
Lo

tl Soclet

Dublin.”

Telerams : It eloghono 4368 Dublits

|GEORGE WATT, Lid.

ENGINEERS AND MILLWRIGHTS,
. 80HO WORKS, ,
BRIDGEFOOT STREET, puslIn

‘Estimates_glven for Repalr and supply
for all classes of Maohinery.

M—

A Weekly Journal founded by Sir Herse
Plunkett, keeps you in towoh with Modern
Agrioultural Fcomomics. It 1
ouly by Bubscription, 104. & Yyenrr,
yeax (post free), from the Manager, .
¥rederiok Stréet, Dublin.

"EDITED BY "“&E.”

s,

e 8 " 0 “vﬁ:&ha 8{“3(}}{\' mondy -
Irish Og’foﬁ?ﬁg to onsxiggg‘?mﬁgghm‘t%
n
National %ﬁ?&?ﬁ‘iﬁse and Flrst-Clos,
Assurance focistr. -~

Prospeotus and Agency, term gent

post free on requosts |

HEAD OFFICE 281, Androw St.“i)xiblgn:,

Printed far $he_© Irish Lebgur Prost”*
Libsrty Hull, by Mossrs, Ouhill snd o«
L., ¢ mn&ﬁm]. Dublib,
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a1l sizes, ladtles’ and gent's; Trade supplied. -

- THE IRISH HOMESTEAD.”

(s obtainable
18 fouth -

Rogistered
\ss & Newspaper, -
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